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By LW Smith & Scott Bigham 
Strength for Service is a 
daily Bible devotional 
that were used in WW II 
and the Korean War and 
thanks to an Eagle Scout 
the program has been 
resurrected to inspire our 
servicemen and women 
serving in the Middle 
East.  The book has been 
distributed to over 
250,000 people of all 
denominations. 
 Now the question arises 
as to what can you do as 
a Methodist Man or unit 
to promote this worthy 
project?  In May 2007 
the General Commission 
of UMM mailed to over 
30,000 churches a bro-
chure and bulletin insert 
showing those churches 
how to participate in this 

program to get these de-
votionals them to our 
military.   This effort 
purchased 35,000 cop-
ies, but the need is for 
10,000 per month.  
Would you our your 
UMM unit or church 
consider a  fundraising 

effort to purchase these 
devotionals at $5.60 each.  
For more information 
contact LW Smith at 
(803) 703 6769, his email 
is: tigerraglw@sc.rr.com.  
The website is: 
strengthforservice.org 
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Aaron Gunderson  is the 
new Anderson District 
President.  He is a mem-
ber of Grace UMC in 
Abbeville.  He participated 
in UMM at Grace and felt 
the strong calling to serve 
in Men’s Ministry.  His first 
order of business is to 

meet with the different 
groups in the District and 
begin to share information 
and building communica-
tions.  He is a lay speaker, 
co-leads a Sunday School 
class and involved in mis-
sions.  His email is:  agun-
derson@protowelsetc.com 
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  Throughout our country, 
people are hurting and are in 
need of prayer.  The Upper 
Room Living Prayer Center 
(URLPC) continues to re-
spond to their need by provid-
ing an outlet for someone to 
pray with them.  The URLPC 
was activated in April 1977.  
Since that time, the request 
for prayer continues to in-
crease.  Currently requests 
volume as follows: 
Monthly averages are: 31,000 
by telephone; 6,000 by e-
mail; 850 by regular mail 
All e-mail and regular prayer 
requests are received by the 
Upper Room office in Nash-
ville, TN.  Additionally, a 
large percent of the telephone 
requests are received during 
business hours of am – 5pm, 
Monday through Friday.  The 
majority of remote operations 
in the SC Conference are 
scheduled for Saturday, Sun-
day and Monday evenings.   
 There is a tremendous need 
for remote centers during the 
hours of 8am – 5pm Monday 
through Friday, with the 
greatest need on Friday.  This 
need can be met by people 

who are retired and may feel 
a calling to respond to this 
ministry during the weekday 
hours.  A remote operation of 
only two hours would be very 
helpful and can be accom-
plished from your home.  The 
cost would only be $5.00 for 
a two hour period.  Local 
Church Prayer Advocates are 
asked to explain this ministry 
to retired people who can 
meet for a two hour period 
and take calls from people 
who are in need of prayer. 

NEW COVENANT 
GROUPS NEEDED 

The number of Covenant 
Groups continues to decline 
due to several reasons, i.e., 
age, people relocating and 
death.  Just seven years ago, 
there were 340 groups 
throughout the US and Can-
ada.  Currently, we have only 
247.  As the number of prayer 
requests increase, there is a 
need for more Covenant 
Prayer Groups.  Our prayer 
request volume requires more 
dedicated people to pray for 
them if we are to pray for a 
thirty day period.  If there is a 
prayer group in a local 

church, we pray they  respond 
to this ministry.  They would 
be provided a complete 
packet with information on 
how they may become a 
covenant group.  Any inter-
ested person may contact 
Clayton Easter, telephone 
864-288-4665 or e-mail clay-
toneaster@yahoo.com for 
more information. For all 
volunteers, we want to share 
some PRAISE REPORTS: 
Alexandria in TX – Praise 
God for receiving deliverance 
from a fifteen year addiction 
to heroin.  
Amy in FL – Thanks to God 
for answered prayers. Jacque-
line in ND – Thanks for 
prayers for her grandson in 
Iraq.  He is home safe. Floyd 
in KS – Called with financial 
problems.  His prayers were 
answered. William in NY – 
God bless this wonderful 
ministry.  I was touched by 
our Lord during prayer time 
with you. Rodell in NC – was 
diagnosed with cancer.  After 
prayer with a volunteer, the 
doctor said the tests were 
negative.   
God hears our prayers!!! 

The Makings of UMM 
   While scouting with my 
Boy Scout unit I am always 
amazed how God calls.  Just 
like when Moses was called 
for God’s work these boys 
and men usually have the 
same reply, “UMM?”   When 
“Timmy Tenderfoot” (a 
young scout) is asked to do 
what he thinks is the impossi-
ble he will reply “UMM?”    
“Timmy Tenderfoot” will 
make excuses why he can’t do 
whatever and then the other 

boys and leaders will reassure 
him of his skills and abilities.    
You have probably seen 
“Timmy Tenderfoot” (any 
man) in your group or church 
resound “UMM?”   Maybe 
YOU have even answered, “U 
Mean Me?”  What a wonder-
ful opportunity we have to be 
God’s cheerleaders to our 
fellow Timmys.  Are you a 
cheer leader for  God?  
“UMM?”   God has given us 
all the ability to do some 
things well.  It is only natural 

for us to have self-doubt but 
God does not doubt his handi-
work.  He has molded and 
guided us for His work on 
earth.  We all need that some-
one to encourage us.  When 
was the last time you reached 
out to “Timmy” to offer that 
encouraging word or reassur-
ance?   Maybe you know 
someone who cooks well and 
has never been invited to cook 
for your group.  How about 
the man that has never been 
on a mission trip or a spiritual 

retreat?  Maybe that boy that 
was a scout, and is now a man 
not active with scouts… 
“UMM?”   How about the 
man who…YOU can reach 
out!   When Timmy succeeds 
at the endeavor he always 
replies “UMM!!”    When 
God replies, “Well done my 
good and faithful servant!”   
“U Mean Me!!!” , will surely 
be your reply.  Patton Long 
Conference Scouting Coordi-
nator.  My email is: 
sc_meth_sc@hotmail.com   
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UMM of South Carolina Scouting Report 

New Covenant Groups 
Needed 
The number of Covenant 
Groups continues to decline 
due to several reasons. As 
prayer request volume 
increases, so does the need 
for more Covenant Prayer 
Groups.  If there is a prayer 
group in a local church, we 
pray they respond to this 
ministry.  Any interested 
person may contact Clayton 
Easer, telephone 864-288-
4665 or via email 
claaytoneaster@yahoo.com 
for more information. 
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“A Morning on Leader-
ship” is a UMM event 
being offered on Sat. 
Dec. 1, 2007 at Union 
UMC in Irmo, SC.  This 
dynamic program will 
encourage men as they 
seek to walk with Christ.  
It is perfect for men who 
are leaders or want to 
learn more about leader-
ship concepts or just 
want a morning of fel-
lowship and teaching 
targeted for Methodist 
Men.   
The program will be 
from 9 am to 11:15 am.  
It is a program presented 
by the “Man in the Mir-
ror” organization in con-
junction with the SC 
Conference of UMM. 
Some of the training pro-
grams are: 
1)A Vision: Why it is so 
important to reach men. 
2)A Testimony: An in-
spirational story of how 
God can change a man’s 
life. 
3)A Concept: Are you 
“in” your men’s minis-
try?  You may be more 
“in” than you think! 
4)A Strategy for Walk-
ing with Christ.  Ways to 
strengthen your walk.    

5)A Charge: An invita-
tion to the next level of 
leadership. 
There also will be an in-
vited speaker from the 
faculty of “Man of the 
Mirror” who will con-
duct this event.  There 
will be a worship service 
with a local worship 
band that will lead the 
men in singing.  The 
Man in the Mirror pro-
gram will set up a table 
with equipping resources 
for men, including Bible 
Studies, Leadership Kits 
and other resource 
books.  For those who 
would like to know more 
about the Man in the 
Mirror programs, their 
great website is: 
www.maninthemirror.or
g 
They focus on training 
men for leadership in the 
church with a Biblically 
based principles.  In-
cluded are a senior pas-
tor’s support; purpose 
driven event; relation-
ship based rather than 
task oriented; making 
Disciples and praying for 
those who God leads.  
Please consider attending 
this inspirational event.  
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*************************************************
Registration Fee is $10.00  (please complete and return) 
Name: ____________________  Phone _________________ 
Address: __________________________________________ 
Email ____________________________________________ 
Church ___________________  District ________________ 
Make checks payable to:  SC Conference of UMM 
C/O Mrs. Doris Seal, 4908 Colonial Dr. Columbia SC 29203 

Sun. Sep. 9th, 2007  
Orangeburg District 
 held a District Wide 
Spiritual Rally at 
Livingston United Meth-
odist Church.  There were 
over 100 in attendance.  
Rev. Randy Bowers deliv-
ered an inspiring message 
and music was by the 
Low Country Emmaus 
Community.  Many 
thanks to Livingston 
Church for hosing the 
event and the UMM of 
Livingston for preparing 
and serving the meal.  
Sat. Oct. 6th, 2007  
Rock Hill Annual Rally  
was held at the Hopewell 
UMC in Lancaster, SC.  
Preparing for sharing is 
the theme and many 
UMM Ministries were 
there including the Soci-
ety of St. Andrew, Upper 
Room Prayer Line, G 
Ross Freeman Founda-
tion, Springmaid Retreat, 
Boys Scouts of America 
and the Keynote speaker 
was Rev. Kenneth Phelps.  
A BBQ lunch was held 
and there were six other 
speakers.  A business 
meeting opened the event 
and there was a praise and 
worship service held also.   
Sat. Oct 20th, 2007 
State Executive Meeting 
at Columbia, SC 
A full board meeting  of 
state UMM Officers will 
be held at UM Conference 

Center at 9:30 am. 
Feb 15-18 2008  
Myrtle Beach Spiritual 
Retreat.  This weekend 
event, held at the Spring-
maid Resort and includes 
multiple keynote speak-
ers, fantastic spiritual mu-
sic, Sunrise Communions, 
Special Training Classes, 
Upper Room Prayer Min-
istry and much more.  The 
theme of this event is 
“Treasures of the Heart.”   
Please consider attending 
this great event. If you 
haven’t been to this re-
treat, you don’t know 
what you are missing!   
Contact LW Smith at 
(803) 788 0311 or visit 
our website at:      
www.ummsc.org.  Rooms 
are limited, so please re-
serve soon.  Wives are 
welcome! 
Mar. 23-25, 2007 
Columbia District  Has 
been reorganizing   and 
visiting other UMM 
groups encouraging them 
to charter.   
They are planning their 
annual Fish Fry Feb. 25th 
at Rehoboth UMC in Co-
lumbia, SC and they are 
planning a Spiritual Re-
treat at Asbury Hills on 
April 25-27, 2008.  For 
more information contact 
Herman Lightsy Jr�



G. Ross Freeman 
Award 

Is given out yearly to 
the Methodist Minister 

that promotes and 
encourages Men’s 

Ministries in the South 
Carolina Conference. 
Please nominate your 

candidates to this 
great award.  Contact 
your local, district or 
state officer for the 
nomination infor- 

mation; or website: 
www.ummsc.org.  
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